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5000 Miles 
of 
Electric Railway Service 


ELECTRIC FREIGHT LINES IN THE 
MIDDLE WEST 


to meet the needs first of 
later interurban, passenger service, has since become an 


the transportation of relatively short-haul interurban 


of the primary ad es which the electric line enjoys is the 
tive ease with which it ean coordinate with strect railways 
s extend its service almost to the very doors of shippers and 
tonnage moves within the zone in which it operates. 
fe accruing to the electric line is the ease with which 


dapt its train or service unit to the requirements of the traffic 


The growing importance of interurban electric lines as freight 
carriers in the middle west is emphasized by the fact that fifty three 
lines in the states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Michigan, which 
operate 4728 miles of track and interchange freight with one another, 
have formed the Central Electric Railway Association as one part of 
their concerted plan to give “individualized service” and afford express 
service at freight + The Central Electric Traffic Association, 
which issues tariffs for all of these lines is the only electric-railroad 
tariff-issuing agency in the United States which files its tariffs with the 
Interstate Commerce Commission. Throughout this territory arrange- 
ments are underway, or have already been completed, for the interchange 
of freight with various steam railroads and lake vessels 

Out of Indianapolis alone, which is reputed to possess the world’s 
largest electric railway freight terminal, the total volume of freight 
handled during the year 1923 was 229,150 tons, exclusive of 10,510 
cars of live stock, inbound, and 1,086 cars of live stock outbound, 
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South Dakota 30 o 
Texas 3 
Unt 

244 
Washington 9 
Wyoming 2 i 


Electric Railways. ‘The figures in this table represent the number of oper- 


ating electric railway companies, the single track mileage, the number of lees 
motives, and the number of freight ears in the United States about July 1- 1923 
Source: Statistical Abstract of the United Staten 
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